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LETTER, G 


STR, 
E Se E neither expected or de- 


„ fired any other Anſwer to 
905 W de the 13 which, by the 
208 unanimous Reſolution of 
| this ancient Corporation, was 
ſent to you our Repreſentative in Pt, 
the Beginning of laſt Month; than your 
ready and chearful Compliance, to what 
we therein requeſted of you, which was, 
to oppoſe any new Exciſe, or further Ex- 


tenſion of the Laws of Exciſe, in what- 


ever Shape it might be attempted. 


Wr form'd and eſtabliſh'd the Right 
we have to make ſuch a Demand, on the 


Practice of all Ages ſince the Eſtabliſh- 
B ment 


| 
| 


— — 


4 


ment of Parliaments, and we apprehend 
zit is the undoubted Right of every Cor- 


' poration in England, to direct their Re- 


Preſentatives in Points of Moment, eſpe- 
cially in ſuch Points as do ſo deeply and 
nearly affect the Liberties and the Properties 
of the People repreſented. That this has 
been the Practice of all Times, will ap- 

r moſt evidently, by the Precedents 
which Hiſtory affords; and therefore, Sir, 


your Refuſal to comply with the Sen- h 
timents of your Electors, in a Caſe of this 


Nature mult, doubtleſs, be looked upon 
and reſented, as the greateſt - Indignity. 
that you could offer o a Body of Men; 
as a high Encroachment on their un- 


doubted Right of judging for themſelves, 
in a Caſe which relates intirely to their 
Liberties and Properties; and as a Breach 
of Truſt, for which you may depend 
upon it, they will ſhew the higheft and 
juſteſt Reſentment whenever they have 
an Opportunity to come to a new Election, 
'at which Time they will moſt certainly, 
with Scorn and Contempt, reject the Man 
who ſo far from having eſpouſed the 
_ Neareſt and deareft Intereſt of his Electors, 


has turned an Advocate for the very 


Grievance he has been requeſted to oppoſe, 
and has baſely attempted, by wretched | 
Sophiſtry, to — tho vileſt Scheme 


which 


4s] 


which Projector ever form'd, or Power 


enforc'd ; a Scheme chen «as harraſs, 


ſcourge, oppreſs, and enſlave the People 
of England, under the ſpecious Pretence 


of giving them Eaſe, and under colour 
of reforming Abuſes in Trade, eſta- 


bliſhing the greateſt of Abuſes, namely, 
that of expoſing the Eſtates of Engliſbmen 
to the Mercy of tyrannical Exciſemen, 
and their Liberties to the dangerous In- 
fluence theſe Officers, or rather Vermin, 
will moſt certainly have in all popular 
Elections, whenever they ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed in that Fullneſs of Power a 
certain Gentleman is labouring to obtain 
| for them. 045 


Were Exciſes a new Thing, and 


with which the Nation was unacquainted, 
we ſhould not have been perhaps ſo 
peremptory in our Demand of your Op- 
poſition to them in any Shape whatſoever; 
but as we are by woful Experience, too 
fully convinced of the Evils they are big 
with, and the Terrors with which they 
are accompanied, and as we further 
know, that how much ſoever the Miniſtry 
might be willing to ſoften and mitigate 
them, it is not in their Power (the: Nature 
of Exciſes cannot admit of it) to make 
the Burthen eaſy; as this is the Caſe, we 
"2. ® could 


r 


ax 
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could not avoid making our Requeſt very 
much reſemble a Command ; and we ex- 
pect you'll comply with it, fince no Reaſon 
or Argument can change the Nature of a 
Thing, or make it be what it is not; and 
if you are gain'd over to a Liking and 
Approbation of ſuch a Scheme as this, 
the Reaſons and Arguments which have 
convinc'd you may be eafily gueſs'd at. 


Wr have long choſen you to be our 
Repreſentative in P——t, for which 
Reaſon we expected with the greater 


Aſſurance, you would not have deſerted 


us in the only Point we have ever been 


ſo ſtrongly ſolicitous about; we flatter'd 
ourſelves, that in return for the great 
Confidence you have ſo long found us 


willing to repoſe in you, you would on 


this Occaſion have ſtood by us, and not 


baſely betray'd us in a Matter on which 
all that is dear to us depends: But fince 
you have by this Conduct cancelled all for- 
mer Attachments, I hope by ours at a 


| new Election, we ſhall convince ' the 


World that Engliſhmen will never for- 


give the Invaders of their Liberties; and 


notwithſtanding you are ſo ſtrongly ſup- 
ported by your numerous Relations, who 
are Men 1n great Power, and may pro- 
bably f os 253 you are now be- 

come 


1 %/ôĩç¾ ˙ one rn ne ES 


[5] 
come an Advocate for; we could wiſh 
you would, before it be too late, conſider 
that even your Succeſs may be the Cauſe 
of your Overthrow, as well as that of 
your Confederates, who, powerful as they: 
are, may have Reaſon one Day to dread . 
the juſt Reſentment of an Injured People. 


J ſhall however, as you ſeem to aim at 
ſomething like Argument in your Letter to 
us of the 19th of this Month, conſider 
what you therein advance; and ] ſtill 
hope, that if you have not already too 
deeply drank of the Waters of Corruption, 
you may yet be brought over ere it be 
too late, and thereby avoid the eternal 
Remorſe you will certainly be attended 
with, ſhould you, for Views you will 
not dare to own, concur in the Overthrow 
of the Conſtitution of your Country; or, 
which is the ſame thing, join in any Vote 
by means of which Exciſes may become 
„„ 77 T8 | 


You ſeem to be under a very great 
Surprize, that it ſhould enter into any 
Man's Head to be afraid of a General 
Exciſe; you treat it as a Chimzra, and 
as a Terror vainly ſpread; you aſk Who 
ever form d ſuch a Project? Who ever ſup- 
ported or defended it? Were ſuch a thing 

to 


10 be projected, what Poſſibi 2 F meeting 


[5] 


Succeſs? In anſwer to which, I am of 
Opinion, that when Wine and Tobacco 
are excisd, it may be ſaid with great 
Juſtice and Propriety of Speech, that the 


Exciſe is General, and all you can then 


pretend to ſay, will be, that it is not 


univerſal; and how long it. may be ere 
it becomes univerſal, I won't pretend to 
ſay; I will only aſſert, that the ſame 


Reaſons you urge for the Neceſſity of 


exciſing Wines and Tobacco, will equally 


hold good for almoſt every other Sort of 


Imported Commodities, ſince there are 
doubtleſs in every Branch of Trade, ſome 
fraudulent Dealers; and when Sophiſtica- 


tion of Wine is talked of with ſo much 


Warmth, I could wiſh it were confin'd to 
Wine only, and that the Politician, the | 
Stateſman, the Lawyer, nay, even the | 
Divine, were free from the Imputation of 
Sophiſtication in their reſpective Callings. 
But to return to a General Exciſe; altho 
you deny that Exciſes can ever become 
General in this Kingdom, yet in the 32d 
Page of your Letter you acquaint us, that 
already Exciſemen are general and ſwarm | 

in all Parts of England, which is not very | 

agreeable News: You ſay, that as to the | 


Dangers inſinuated from the I. ncreaſe of | 


the Number of Officers, you have inquired | 
into 


CEE. 
into that Matter, and are credibly inform'd, oy | 
that there are ſo few additional Places to | | 
be ſurvey'd, which: are not already under 
Survey for ſome exciſeable Commodity, that 
the Number to be added, will not be con- 
fiderable enough to make a Murmur; a me- 
lancholy Reflection this, and muſt, I think, 
be a ſtrong Reaſon rather to leſſen than 
increaſe the Evil; for although you at 


preſent tell us One hundred and Fifty 
| Officers added will ſuffice, we muſt beg 
- Leave to be doubtful of the Truth of 
"— is Aſſertion; ſor if the Brewers of Wine 
: are to be fo narrowly watch'd, as tis pre- 
Z tended, I fear a much greater Addition 
: will prove inſufficient, and the Number 
« of them muſt be ſuch, as will add a 
a | Weight to thoſe already eſtabliſh'd, which 
E will infallibly preſs the Conſtitution to 
f death; - ont 051 | 0 
” f Bu T before I proceed to conſider any 
e of the Arguments in your Letter, I muſt 
d take Notice of an Infinuation you make, | 
3 > that in our Requeſt to you, We have only 
— pPrated like Parrots, and talk d after an- 


Z other Body of Men: In anſwer to this, I 
_ beg Leave to inform you, that Reaſon 
5 and common Senſe is the ſame in every 
oh I Part of England; and that although our 
„%% | Requeſt to you was worded almoſt 2 
the 


the fame Manner as that of the Citizens, 
Merchants 'and Traders of London, yet 
we only followed that Form becauſe it 
was full, clear and dutiful, and that it 
perfectly deſeribed our Sentiments, in a 
Stile and Manner which we could not 
mend; and as to any Influence Dealers in 
Wine and Tobacco in London may have 
over their ſeveral Correſpondents in the 
Country, we don't look upon it to be 
the Sort of Influence which a Penſioner is 
under to a Mr, which cauſes him to 
ſpeak and act as he is commanded: For 
as the Dealers in London are Gainers by 
every Tranſaction they have with us, we 
are free from any other Influence, than 
what they can gain upon us by the Force 
of Reaſon, and their greater Experience 
in Trade: But as to the Affair at preſent 
in Queſtion, the ſad Experience we have 
of the Miſeries of Exciſe Laws, and what 
we feel in common with them, made us 
as uniform in our Application to our Re- 
preſentatives, to be defended againſt any a 
further Extenſion of them, as we ſhall be 1 
in the Deteſtation of thoſe Men, who are 
derermin'd' (without any emergent Ne- < 
ceſſity of the State calling for it) to ex, © 
tend them, and wantonly ſubject a nu- / 
merous Body of Men to the Slavery, - 7 
which is the certain Attendant on gre 4 
| | efore 


__ = 
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Before we- difmifs this Article, we muſt 
obſerve you endeavouring to excite a Jea- 
louſy amongſt the Country Traders againſt 
thoſe in London, by aſſerting the latter 
have obtained almoſt a Monopoly in the 
Tobacco and Wine Trades; this is ſo far 


from being true, that we are ſatisfied the 


Out - ports have their full Share of both 
Trades; and as to the Wine Trade, we 
know we have for ſeveral Vears paſt 
gained very conſiderably on the Port of 


London, and continue gaining upon them, 


by Reaſon of the Exceſs they pay in 
Duties, which being about Four Pounds 


per Ton, enables many of the Out- ports to 


under-fell-rhe London Importers almoſt at 
their own Doors; for the Truth of which 


we appeal. to the Cuſtom-houſe Books, 


whereby it will appear that the Importa- 
tion of Wines has increaſed in the Out- 
ports, and decreaſed at London for feveral 
Years paſt. | 


You next, wits; an 1 55 of great Ld 


ing, are © good as to open to us the 


Original of Human Governments and 
Societies, and tell us that or of the Prin- 
ciples of Government, is to ſecure the Pro- 
perties and Liberties of each Individual, 


from the Rapine and Injuſtice of other In- 


dividuals of the * Society; for hich 
| Purpoſe 


[ 267] 


Purpoſe T axes were firſt inſtituted, and a are 


neceſſary: We are really much obliged to 


you, good Sir Francis M. ronghead, for the 


great Pains you have been at in this ver- 
boſe and eloquent Diſſertation; but you 
might have ſpared your ſelf the Trouble 
of convincing us of a Truth nobody in 
his Senſes will contradict or diſpute; we 


all agree, that Taxes are B for the 


Support of Government, and the Preſerva- 
tion of | the I ndividuals of Societies; and 
yet, allowing this, how you can infer from 


this Doctrine, that theſe neceſſary Taxes | 


ought to be raiſed by way of Exciſe, I 
cannot imagine; I believe that Exciſes 
will rather expoſe the Properties and Liber- 
ties of each Individual, to the Rapine and 

Injuſtice 12 Individuals of the ſame 
Society, than defend them from it; and 


this being grounded on certain Experience, 


is greatly ſtronger than a bare ſpeculative 
Opinion ; thus according to your own 
Argument, Exciſes are a very improper 
Kind of Tax, ſince they expoſe us to 
thoſe very Inconveniencies which you ſay 
Taxes are neceflary, and were firſt inſtitu- 
ted to * 


| A the next Place, you acquaint us 
with a Thing, which, God knows, we 
are but too well apprized of, and very | 
heavily | 


* 


| EI? «a ia rt * KY 


heavily feel, that we labour under an 

almoſt inſupportable National Debt, which 

you inform us has been contracted for the 

juſt and neceſſary Defence of our Religion, 

| * Liberties and Properties; this is a very 
: 3 fad, a very melancholly Truth: But pray, 
Sir Francis, would you have us for this 
Reaſon taxed in ſuch a Manner as muſt 
inevitably deſtroy thoſe very Liberties and 
Properties, which we have run into this 
immenſe Debt to defend and preſerve.” * 


Vov next, to what End or Purpofe I 
know not, introduce the Sinking Fund, 
on which you beſtow very great and juſt 
Encomiums ; but what this is to the pre- 
ſent Caſe I know not: I readily agree that 
this Fund is the greateſt Bleſſing we enjoy, 
as it gives us a diſtant Proſpect of feeing 
from its Produce the Debt of the Nation 
gradually leſſened, and at one time or 
other paid off, unleſs it ſhou'd be too 
often finger'd; 'tis this, .and this alone 
which makes the publick Creditor ealy, 
and keeps up the Price of our Funds at 
Market. I hope therefore, that the Ho- | 
nourable Gentleman who is defirous of a 
being thought the Father of it, will cheriſh 
us it as a favourite Child ought to be cheriſh'd, 
we and not in Imitation of Saturn, devour 
ery 3 his own Offspring, nor ſuffer any of his 
133 "= WM Retinue 
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Retinue to 1 any ching either within 
Doots or without, which . us 
think it in Danger of being leſſened by 
too frequent Nibblings and Diminutions, 


or —— nee on iP upp. _ n | 


8 now clear d an the. ſe- 
veral Coats and Integuments, which you 
have wrapp'd up and obſcur d your Argu- 
ment in, I come to conſider the weighty 
Reaſons you advance why Tobacco and 
Wines ſhould at this Time be put under 
the Laws of Exciſe: theſe 1 ſhall conſider 
in the Order you. =_ them in your 
Letter. | | 


V ov R gut Poſition 18, that the * 
Tax is the moſt grievous and the moſt: un- 
equal F all our Taxes, and therefore 


ſhould no longer be rais'd; but that an 


Exciſe, on Wines and Tobacco e to 
ſupply its Place. 


In my wat Opinion, a Tax ning 
be juſtly ſaid to be grievous, when the 
Charge and Manner of collecting it is ſo; 
when the Officers, who are appointed to 
levy it, muſt neceſſarily be arm'd with 


Powers, which if — quite Arbitrary, 


come: ſo near it, as to o render the Properties 


of 


91 


7 conſtrued and finally e 
miſſioners put in by the M—r, and re- 


q collected by Pariſh Officers at a very ſma 


[13] 

of the Subject / precarious, and expos'd to 
moſt unjuft Depredations, and oppreſſive 
Fines; when the Methods on which the 
enforcing the Payment of a Tax depends, 
make People uneaſy, and moleſt them in 
their Habitations, harraſſing them with 
continual Vexations in their Trades, 
cauſing them to loſe a great Part of their 
Time in attending Commiſſioners to an- 
ſwer to, and defend themſelves from frivo- 

lous or villainous Informations: When a 
Tax is enforced by Laws which are to be 
explain d by Com- 


moveable at Pleaſure, when Juries ſhall 
no longer be allowed to interpoſe between 
the Tradeſman and his Oppreſſor, and 
when finally the great Number of Officers, 
which are neceſſary to collect this Tax, 
muſt endanger the very Conſtitution itſelf; 
fuch a Tax is, I ſay, (and all the World 
muſt pronounce it to be) very grievous, 
and not to be borne by a free People. 


But as the Land Tax is not to be charged 


with any of theſe Inconveniencies, 2 
Expence, like a Church Rate; and as all 
theſe Grievances, and many more I think 
it needleſs to repeat, are the certain Con- 
comitants of Exciſes, none but the Head 
of your Family, Sir Francis Wrong bead, 
MT" : would 
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would ever talk of the grievous Nature of 
a Land Tax, and urge that for a Reaſon, 
why the greateſt of Grievances an Exciſe, 
ſhould be ſubſatured 1 in its ns. 95 


O n but ſay you, is 1t not Wann 
that the Landed Intereſt, after having con- 
tributed ſo largely, ever ſince the Revolu- 
tion, to the Service of the Publick, ſhould 
now in theſe happy Times of Peace and 
Tranquility, taſte the Sweets of Repoſe, 


and be eas' d of a Burthen which has ſo 
long hain heavy on it; I anſwer, tis ve 


Juſt all Degrees of Men ſhould, in Times 1 
of Peace, feel ſome Relief from the 


Miſeries of Taxes; but as there is ſo 
ſtrong, ſo indiſſoluble a Connection be- 
| tween the Landed and Trading Intereſt in 


this Nation, I will lay it down as an un- 
deniable Maxim, that Land can never 
find Eaſe from any Scheme that loads or 

in any manner clogs Trade, of which I {| 
intend to ſpeak more largely by and by. 
In the mean time if we conſider, that by 


far the greateſt Part of the Landed 


Eſtates in this Nation have changed Hands 


fince the Revolution, and the Eſtabliſh- 


ment of Land Taxes; and as Eſtates thus 
ſold, have been ſold ſubje& to the Out- 
goings of Land Tax, the Purchaſers have 


had an adequate Compenſation in the 


Prices 


* 


1 1 
Prices they have paid for thoſe Out-goings; 
and conſequently to theſe the Land Tax is 
no more a Burthen, than it is for any one 
who has bought an Eſtate ſubje& to a 
Fee Farm Annuity, to pay ſuch an 
Annuity; and as for thoſe Eſtates which 
ſill remain in the ſame Families they 
were in at the Revolution, I appeal to 
thoſe Gentlemen, whether their Eſtates 
do not, from the advanced Rents their 
Tenants pay them, Jon more, or full 
as much, clear to them, after the Land 
Tax is deducted, ' as they produced to 
them before ſuch Tax was inſtituted, If 
this Fact be undeniably true, and I defy 
you to prove it to be falſe, it will follow, 
that although the Landlord appears to be | | 
Z primd. Facie, the Perſon that pays the 1 
Land Tax, yet as he is reimburs'd from 
the advanced Rents of his Farms, the Load 
no longer lies on him as a Land-holder, 
but from him is thrown on the Farmer: 
and I ſhall in the next Place conſider who 
takes the Burthen from the Shoulders of 
the Farmer; in which Enquiry it will ap- 
pear, that the Land Tax is ſo far from 
being an unequal Tax, that no Tax can 
be deviſed, Which is at the long Run ſo 
minutely ſubdivided as this, and conſe- 
quently no Tax ſo deſirable. It will ap- 
pear, that of this Tax what the Conſumer 
' bobanÞ * ” of 
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ters at haſt on our Manufactures, and there- 


by falls on Trade; from which the ftrong 
Connection between Land and Trade, will 


appear in full Light, 
Ix the preceding Paragraph, I pl ph 


Land-holder reimburſed of the Land Tax 


by the Farmer, let us now ſee how the 
Farmer gets rid of the Burthen; and this 
he cannot poſſibly have any means of doing, 
but by diſpoſing of the Produce of his | 
Farm in ſuch a Manner, as to repay him- 
ſelf for the advanced Rent he pays his 
Landlord: When Trade flouriſhes, and 

the Merchant meets Encouragement by 


advantagious Markets Abroad, he chtar- 


fully allows the Manufacturer a living Profit; 
this enables the Manufacturer to pay the 
Farmer a good Price for Wooll or other | 
Product, and he in conſequence of this, is 
enabled to pay his Rent chearfully, * 
lay up ſomething for his Family, and the 
Landlord is by theſe Means reimburſed 
what he paid for Taxes: Here you ſee *' 
at one View, how immediately all theſe 
Bleſſings depend on Trade, which is the 
grand Spring and the primum mobile of 
the Whole. What a bad Engliſhman, and 
how much worſe Politician, 3 — he then 
be, who thinks he can give Eaſe to the | 

| 2 — 


_, Fay 1 
Landed: Intereſt, by any Method inch 
makes Trade either difficult ori precari- 
ous; and I will venture to lay down one 
infallible Rule, whereby the grand Queſ- 
tion, which has of late e moved, con- 
cerning the flouriſhing or declining: Con- 
dition of our Trade, may be calculated 
with much more Certainty, than from the 
Quantity of ſtrong Beer drank in any 
cloathing Town a Point which a judicious 
Author has drawn very comfortable Con- 
ſequences from lately; not, perhaps, duly 
weighing that Sorrow is Dry, and that 
People may drink to: drive Care away: 
The Rule I mean is, that when you are 
aſked concerning the State of Trade, if 
you ſhall on Enquiry find that the Far- 
mers in general pay their Rents well, 
you may ſafely pronounce, that Trade 
flouriſhes, and ſo vice ver: For when 
our Merchants ſhall be out-done by their 
Rivals in Trade at foreign Markets, and 
ſhall have their Returns exciſed at Home, 
2 andenhanced Abroad, the firſt thing they 
will do, will be to beat down tlis Ma- 
1 1 in the Price of his Goods; he 
falls upon the Farmer; and the Farmer 
being obliged to ſell his Produce cheaper 
than he can afford it, runs into Arrears 
with his Landlord, 7 whom the Loſs at 


laſt 


| Tas] 


laſt muſt unavoidably and certainly cen- 
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| | ter, and it falls on him with redoubled 
|| | Weight. I hope from a due Conſide- 


bil. ration of this, the landed Gentlemen will 
ny avoid the Bait that is laid for them, and 
Al not come into a Scheme which cannot 
eaſe them, as is plauſibly pretended. To 
| |  -which I will add one more Conſideration; 
Ti and that is, that when an Exciſe ſhall be 
4 eſtabliſhed, they have no Security that 
| they ſhall continue long free from a 
Land Tax; and that Taxes have, after a 
ſmall Intermiſſion, been revived, let the | 
Salt Tax declare: They may therefore | 
have the Mortification of ſeeing their 
Rents abated by this intended Burthen 
on Trade, and be further ſaddled with 


| Land Tax into the Bargain, as ſoon as 

the Wants of the M=—-r may call for | 

it; and who can ſay how long it may 

be before a Mr 18 1 821 | 

| ; W ? f 
| 1 5 Ve every Engliſhman Aber & | 
| - conſider, one very wand; great Difference 
I between a Land Tax and an Exciſe; which 
| | is, that a Land Tax is granted from Lear 
| to Year, and that as long as the Supply 

#1 for the Service of the current Year depends 

Wit. _ n chat, we are "my aſſured that P -ts 


will 4 


1191 
will always be neceſſary, and the People 
of England will never want an Opportu- 
nity of Meeting, by their Repreſentatives, 
to grant that Part of the Supply; at Which 
Times, ſhould they happen to have any 
Grievances, they may inſiſt on having 
them redreſs'd previouſly to any other 
Deliberations; and had not this Advan- 
tage been taken in former Times, arbi- 
trary Power might have long ſince been 
eſtabliſhed amongſt us; and if ever we give 
up this moſt valuable Part of our Rights 
and Privileges, and in the room of a yearly 
Tax eſtabliſh a perpetual one, which from 
the Moment it is granted is out of our 
Power to recall; what an unhappy Pro- 
ſpect ſhall we have of our Liberties if ever 
(which God forbid) a Prince deſirous of 
arbitrary Power ſhould fit on this Throne, 
and can ſupply the current Expences of the 
Year without the Aſſiſtance of P——t; 
Therefore if the Exciſes you are contend- 
ing for ſhould increafe even more than 
the great Sum you expect from them, I 
ſhould think even that ſhould be a very 
ſtrong Argument not to grant them. I 
flatter my ſelf that all true Eugliſhmen, 
who are unbiaſſed by any Dependance on 
the M-—-r, will think as Ido: And really 
I would have every Penſioner, if there be 

11105 9 ; any 
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any ſuch Perſon in the H ble H 


0 C , conſider what he is doing: 


If by extending Exciſes the r 
ſhould be able to act without a P e, 
Penſions will from that Time ceaſe, the 
Wages of Iniquity will be no longer paid, | 
and you, among the reſt, will become an 
uſeleſs Tool, be quite laid aſide, neglected 
and deſpiſed by the Man who corrupted 
you, and curs'd and ſcorn'd by every honeſt 
Man. I hope therefore, fince the true 
Intereft of your Country can't move you, 
you will conſider your own in this Point, | 
_ not come into a Scheme which will 9 

ſoon exclude you from all further 
Pretenfone on the T—y. 


Havine thus briefly, and I "TW ſatiſ⸗ 
factorily, ſhew'd that Land Taxes are nei- 
ther grievous or unequal, that Exciſes will 
be an unſupportable Burthen on Trade, 
and that nothing which loads Trade can 
eaſe! Land; I proceed to conſider what 
remains of your moſt excellent Eper 


"Yoo begin your Accuſation on the 
Wine and Tobacco Trades, by faying it 
is neceſſary to lay it down as a Truth, (I 


ſuppoſe you mean whether it be Fact or 
gh that great and monſtrous Frauds are 


com- 
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committed in the Importation and Ex- 
portation of theſe two Commodities, As 


to Wine, I defy you, Sir Francis Wrong- 


head, to ſhew any Frauds in the Importa- 


tion or Exportation of that Commodity, 
which can deſerve the Epithet of Mon- 
ſtrous; for the Truth of which I appeal 
to an Account of the few Seizures made 
on that Article for ſeven Years paſt; and, 
unluckily for you, it happens, that no 
Branch of Trade is fo free from all Im- 
utation of Smuggling as the Wine Trade; 
2 that Frauds are committed in 
all Trades I am willing to own, and that 
an Importer of Tobacco may by Col- 
Jufion of the Officer that weighs, and an 
Importer of Wines by that of him that 
gauges, defraud the Revenue; but this 
cannot prove that this Evil would be re- 
medied by an Exciſe, unleſs you ſhew 
that Exciſe Officers are compbſed of Ma- 
terials not ſubject to Bribery; and if ſuch 
Men were to be found, why are not Land- 
waiters and Gaugers choſen trom amongſt 
them? or why ſhould they not rather be 
advanced to much higher Stations? T 
could, I believe, place between two or 
three hundred ſuch Men in Poſts, where 

they would be able to do their Count 
mes better Service both in Church and 
State, 
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| | State, than in the ale one Cutom- 


1 
— —— Pnatgs. 


Houſe. 


[| | You, in the next place, * a heary 5 
5 Charge on the Wine Traders, by aſſerting, 

4 that the greateſt Part of what Wine is 
ſold in Publick-Houſes, is nothing. but a 
poiſonous Compoſition, made up of un- 
} known Materials: This you ſay is an unde- 9 

4 niable Truth; and I muſt tell you, Sir 
1 Francis, it is an undeniable Bull for ax, 
at one to aſſert a Compoſition to be poiſon- 
| | ous at the ſame Time he profeſſes he is 
ignorant of the Ingredients. I am * 
| | 1 Sir Francis, you have kept ill Company 
ſince you have been in Town; and I am 
jealous that you have from this Bull, and 
another in relation to the Weights of To- 
bacco, in Page 13. equally Teagui/h, been a 
little too converſant with a certain 7ri/þ 
Dear Joy, who has diſtinguiſh'd himſelf 
under the Name of CARUS. But to 
proceed; As to the Brewers of Wine, who 
are charged, as well in your Letter as in 
other Miniſterial Writings, with increaſing 
the Quanti of foreign Wines imported 
to double that Quantity; or converting 
twenty-five thouſand Tons into Fifty; this 
Aſſertion, void as it is either of Modeſty ©! 
or Common Senſe, I will, for Argument 

ſake, 
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fake, allow, and having conſider'd this 
Practice impartially, go on with you, and 
conſider further, whether it ought to be 
prevented, or whether the Remedy will 
not be worſe than the Diſeaſe. ie 


Wren a Set of Men are mark'd out 
for Oppreſſion, tis the general Practice 
to abuſe, vilify, and run them down, 
painting them in ſuch Colours as may, if 


poſſible, deprive them of the good Opi- 


nion and Compaſſion of Mankind, as well 
as of the Protection of the Laws: In this 
Manner has the whole Body of Wine Tra- 


ders, without any Diſtinction, been treated, 


and accuſed with ſuch Bitterneſs that no 


Conduct could have deſerved; and all from 


a Deſign to render them odious for what 


they no wiſe are guilty of. It happens in- 
deed pretty fortunately for theſe Men, that, 
if what you alledge againſt them be true, 


their Actions are far from bringing a Loſs 


to the Nation, but are of great e 


Tur Amount of the . in ay In- 


dictment laid againſt theſe People, is, That 


whereas the annual Conſumption of foreign 


Wines in this Kingdom would, were Wines 
to has drank neat as they are imported, 


amount 
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amount to full fifty thouſand Toris; they, 
by various Mixtures of our Home Produce, 
manage Matters ſo, as to make an Impor- 
tation of twenty-five thouſand Tons ſup- 
ply that Conſumption ; againſt the Peace 
of our Sovereign Lord the King, his 


Crown, and Dignity, _ 


To this they plead, That although the 
Accuſation were true, they think they do 
the Nation no harm, but, on the con- 
trary, by this their extraordinary Skill, 


they ſave annually a very great Sum to 


the Nation. For were the twenty-five 
Thouſand Tons of Wine, which their 
Ingenuity ſupplies, to be purchaſed in 
France, Portugal, or Spain, it would, at 


the moderate Price of twenty Pounds per 
Ton, amount to five hundred Thouſand 


Pounds per Annum, which would be 
againſt us in the Ballance of Trade; ; and 
further, that were we, inſtead of twenty- 
five, to buy at the ſeveral Markets of 
Europe fifty thouſand Tons of Wine year- 
ly, that increas'd Demand would infalli- 
bly enhance the Price forty * per Cent. 


Ach would be eight Pounds per Ton 


advanc'd on fifty thouſand Tons, which 
would amount to four hundred thouſand ' 
Pounds per Annum more; ſo that this 

| in- 


E. 
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intolerable Crime laid to their Charge» 
would appear to fave nine hundred 17 
ſand Pounds per Annum; and if it i 
poſed that Cyder and Perry mould 


the chief Articles of this ee in 


improved, by the Expence of that Pa 
of our Home Produce, and that 
landed Intereſt in Herefordſhire, and othet 
Cyder Countries at leaſt, is much 'bene- 
fitted by it. It has always been allowed as a 


apprehend the Revenue is thereby 1 705 


Truth not be conteſted, that every At- 


ticle of Luxury imported into this Na- 
tion, and to be conſumed' in it, is a dead 


A Lofs to this Nation; and I am ſorry that 


the Article of Wine, even on the Foot it 
now ſtands of an Importation of twenty- 
five thoufand Tons, ſhould run away with 
ſo large a Sum yearly; for according to 


the Price, which have of late Years been 


paid for Port Wines, which Article alone 
is one Half of the whole Quantity im- 
ported, the twenty-five thouſand Tons we 
Import do not coſt leſs. than twenty-four 


Pounds per Ton in an Avarage Abroad, which 


comes to ſix hundred thouſand Pounds, 
paid yearly out of the Ballance of our Trade 
for Wine: Is not the Expence of this 
Article ſufficient? And would it be ad- 


| viſable to encreaſe it? I ſhould think by 


2E no 


* ; 
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no means; but could theſe Wine Brewers, 
whom you treat with ſuch Infamy, by 
any Art, Skill, or Ingenuity, ſupply from 
our Home Produce this whole Article, I 
ſhould 2 them a moſt valuable Set of 
Men; I am ſure the Nation would be 
more obliged to them than to any other 
Body of Men you can name. And if 
they defraud their Fellow Subjects by their 
Brewing, they keep the Money in che 
Nation; which I think is a very great 
Atonement for that Crime: For as to the 
Charge of poiſoning, tis ridiculous to 
aſſert it without ſaying and proving that 
they uſe noxious or unwholeſome Mate- 
rials in their increas d Quantity, fince, if 
every compounded Liquor 1s poiſonous, * 
what will become of the Juleps 1 
Cordial Draughts preſcribed by the 75 N 
culty, which are compoſed of unknown 
Materials, and conſequently, by your 
Hibernian Logick, muſt alſo be poiſon- 
ous? | ö 


MzTHin&s I "N you now ready to 
take Fire, and aſk; What! Shall we ſuf- 


fer the People of England to be impoſed 


upon, and pay for Cyder and Perry, &c. 1 


at the Price of Wine? I grant it would 
be wrong, and if you'll pleaſe to keep 
your b 


* 


c 
TI 
if 
ir 


e 
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„ 
your ene Sir Francis, I will endes. 


 Vour to ſhew you the Wine Brewers do 


Not pocket up the whale Difference. 8 


T 1s a known Maxim, that a Retailer 


of Wines cannot live unleſs he ſells for 
an Advance of above fifty per Cent. ſo 


great is the Expence, Waſte, and Charge 


of drawing Wines in a Tavern, where 


the Vintner pays a great Rent for his 
Houſe, is obliged to keep many Servants, 


and burns many Candles and Coals, uſes 


a great deal of Soap in waſhing Linen, 
all which Neceſſaries are tax'd and ex- 
cis d, and are uſed more plentifully now 
in Taverns, from the increaſed Luxury of 
their Cuſtomers, than they uſed to be 


in former Times. There are many Cel- 


lars, where Wines are retail'd, which ſell 
Port Wines at five Shillings per Gallon, 


and many Taverns which ſell out of 


Doors at the ſame Rate, and yet theſe 


People cannot buy a Pipe of real neat 
Port Wine, that is of the beſt Quality, 
of the Merchant Importer, for leſs than 
thirty-eight to forty Pounds per Pipe firſt 
Coſt, which is about fix Shillings and fix 
Pence per Gallon: From this it 1s plain, 
that if they lower the Quality of their 


Wines by Mixtures, they abate propor- 


E 2 tionabl y 
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tionably in the Price they ſell it for, and 
their Cuſtomers have it the cheaper: And 
that they content themſelves with a mo- 
derate Profit appears from the few Vint- 
ners who leave off their Trades, and re- 


* 


tire with Eſtates. 


To ſum up the Evidence therefore, I 
think it will appear to be by no means 
adviſeable, to run the Hazard of obliging 
this Nation to lay out near One Million 
yearly in Wines more than they now do; 
and of the two Evils, I ſhould rather think 
it prudent to leave the Wine Brewers in 
the quiet Poſſeſſion of their unrighteous 
Gains, than by preventing their Practices, 
run the Nation to an Expence which 
would be our Ruin, and turn the Ballance 
of Trade ſo much againſt us; for what 
theſe People get remains amongſt us, 
ſo that we may fairly conclude the 
Remedy would be much worſe than the 
Diſeaſe. I ſhall diſmiſs this Article by 
obſerving, that an Exciſe on Wines is 
ridiculous, as well as dangerous, Since 
I have, I think, proved that it would 
highly injure the Nation, ſhould it be 
effectual to prevent the only Thing 


charged as an Abuſe on the Wine Trade, 
OY 2 and 
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3 | 
and what you ſay is the great and avowed 


End of the intended Propoſal. 


As to the univerſal Diſlike this Scheme 
has been received with, by all Sorts and 
Degrees of Men in all Parts of the 
Kingdom, and which you modeſtly treat 


-as a Clamour raiſed by a few Incon- 


ſiderable Facobites and Republicans; you 
yourſelf know, and ſo does the chief 
Perſon concerned in- fofwarding this 
Scheme, that this is by no means the 
State of the Caſe; and whilſt you with 
Terror behold the Flame you have rais d, 
you would be glad you. could perſuade 
your Confederates, that this is no more 
than a little Party Heat, which will im- 
mediately die of itſelf: You may chance 
to be miſtaken in this Point, and find it 
to be a Fever attended with worſe Symp» 
toms than you care to own. If the People 
who are againſt this Project are Jacobites 
and Republicans, I am very ſorry to hear 
that Nine Parts in Ten of the Nation 
ſhould be ranged under thoſe Heads ; for 


I am perſuaded, that Nine Parts in Ten 


deteſt the Scheme and its Author. It is 
the common Method of the preſent 
Times, to brand with the Name of 
Jacobite whoever oppoſes a certain Gen- 

tleman 


ws OO 5 

tleman in any manner; but this is a mean 
and diſhoneſt Way of treating the trueſt 
Friends to the Conſtitution of England, 
and the Principles of Liberty on which 
it is founded; and conſequently the trueſt 
Friends to the preſent Illuſtrious Family 
which fits on the Britiſb Throne: And 
whoever is the Cauſe of Diſaffection, if 

he is not himſelf a Jacobite, acts in the 
very manner which a Jacobite deſires he 
ſhould act in; and I ſhould rather incline 
to believe, that this Scheme had its original 
Riſe amongſt that Set of People, ſince 
nothing can, in my Opinion, more effectu- 
ally give Life to their expiring Faction, 
than an Attempt, which goes ſo much 
againſt the Grain of the whole Nation, 
and carries Diſaffection along with it. 
To conclude this Point, when unnatural 
Schemes are puſh'd on without the leaſt 
Regard to the Sentiments of the whole 
Nation, I ſhall never wonder at any 
Union of different Sects to oppoſe them, 
how unnatural ſoever that might appear 
on any other Occaſion; and from this 
very Incident may be gathered, that when 
Engliſhmen are attack d in the eſſential 
Points of Liberty and Property, every 
Diſtinction of Party and Principle ceaſes, 
and they become unanimous to ſave 3 
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All from Ruin. I ſhould nee think 
it matter of Prudence, not to puſh any 
further, a Scheme you muſt, if you are 


not blinded by Folly, know to be highly 


diſtaſt ful to = Nation, and may in its 
Conſequences be dangerous to all. Accept 
this Advice, and take it in good Part; it 
comes from the Heart of a True Engliſb- 
man, zealous for the Liberties and * 
perties of the Subject, well affected to his 
Majeſty the King and his Iſſue, and de- 
ſirous that he may long reign in the 
Hearts and Affections of a Generous, 
Brave and Free People. 


Jan, 


Dated at Guzzle Down, Your's, &c. 
Feb. 28, 1732. | | 


The MarvoR, 


P. S. I HAD almoſt forgot to Re- 
mark, that when you mention the ſmall 


| Increaſe of Exciſe Officers, which will be 


neceſſary to collect the Duties on Wine 


and Tobacco, you argue that no Danger 


can accrue to our Liberties, from ſo in- 


conſiderable a Number as will be W 
ut 


„5 it 


[=] 
but you ſhould have daes how very 
confderables a Body. of Subjects, the Ter- 
rors of theſe Laws will be extended over; 
and as from thence, à ſlaviſſi Dependance 
muſt naturally ariſe, it is not in the 
Power of your Sophiſtry to diſſemble the 
Danger the Liberties of this Nation muſt 
be expoſed to from ſuch a Dependance. 
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